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the beginning of each of these 

psalms. The Psalter set the 

tone for worship within Israel. 

And the tone that was set at 

the beginning of every service 

was a call to worship fol-

lowed by a song of praise. 

There is no other way for 

God’s people to respond to 

the God of all creation’s sum-

mons to worship him. Praise 

him! It is for this reason that 

our first hymn is a song that 

seeks to extol God as Lord 

over all and worthy to be 

praised. We don’t begin the 

service with a hymn of lament, 

a hymn of confession, or a 

hymn of gratitude. We begin 

with a hymn of praise! This is 

what set the tone for Israel’s 

worship, and it should set the 

tone for the church’s worship 

today. 

 

is praise. Throughout the 

Psalter (which is the inspired 

song book of the Bible) we 

find this emphasis on singing 

songs of praise to the Lord. 

Consider this small sample: 

“Oh come, let us sing to the 

Lord; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our sal-

vation! Let us come into his 

presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to 

him with songs of praise! (Ps 

95)”. “Oh sing to the Lord a 

new song; sing to the Lord, 

all the earth! Sing to the 

Lord, bless his name; tell of 

his salvation from day to 

day. Declare his  glory 

among the nations, his mar-

velous works among all the 

peoples (Ps. 96).” “Oh sing 

to the Lord a new song, for 

he has done marvelous 

things! (Ps 98)  

 

This is just a small sample 

from the Psalter on the im-

portance of bringing God 

our songs of praise. What is 

worth considering in these 

samples, is that they come at 

 

We continue our newsletter 

series on the study of our or-

der of worship. We looked at 

the call to worship last month. 

This month we will look at the 

“Hymn of Praise.”  

 

Perhaps the most famous call 

to worship in Scripture is Psalm 

100: “Make a joyful noise to 

the Lord, all the earth! Serve 

the Lord with gladness! Come 

into his presence with singing!” 

It is from this Psalm that we 

get the hymn, “Old One Hun-

dredth” otherwise known as 

“All People That on Earth Do 

Dwell.”  Many within the Re-

formed tradition, based on 

Calvin’s  Genevan Psal ter , 

make this the weekly “Hymn of 

Praise.” While it’s not neces-

sary to make “The Old One 

Hundredth” the hymn of praise 

every Sunday, it is important 

that the song that comes imme-

diately after the “call to wor-

ship” is a “hymn of PRAISE.”  

 

When God calls us into wor-

ship, he calls us to praise him. 

The proper response to his call 
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From the Pastor  
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MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

After 18 years in the UK, we are headed back to the United States.  There is way too much to say in a single email, and we have 

dithered and procrastinated far too long!  Let's just begin by remembering the workings of God's providence that brought us here 

in 2003.    
 

History 

In 2003, the Marine Corps sent us to the UK on two-year orders.  Our parents and sisters (we each have one sister and Bill also 

has a half-sister) were saddened to hear that they would be away from all of us for so long but we pointed out "its only two 

years!"  We left the Marine Corps as planned in 2005 but there was a catch: in the end, only the University of Edinburgh grant-

ed Bill a fully-funded PhD position.  We told our parents it would be another three years in the UK.  By the middle of 2006, the 

Lord had also very clearly called us to plant a church in Gateshead.  The Bible study began in July, 2007 and Bill commuted 

down to lead it.  We moved into our rented house in Ravensworth in 2008, and the church began services in 2009.  
 

At this point, we were telling our parents that we would be back in 2014 upon the completion of our church planting project.  Of 

course, as time went on, the Gateshead church itself was just one part of the larger ministry.  Bill had recruited men to plant 

churches in Sheffield and Hexham, oversaw other churches in Berlin and Hull, served on various denominational committees, had 

started a Christian School (Newcastle Christian School), and had plans to establish a confessional seminary.  When 2014 came 

and went, we had to tell our parents that too much remained unfinished to return.  Perhaps another three or so years...   
 

Years passed.  Westminster Presbyterian Theological Seminary was established.  The All Saints building project, the $1.5 million 

restoration of one of the most prominent and architecturally significant churches in the region, was competed.  The Sunderland 

church was begun with WPTS' second graduate at the helm.  And very recently, the most ambitious church plant of them all: Zurich, 

led by WPTS' third graduate.          
 

Of course, throughout all this, we continued to promise our parents that we would return when we could.  Behind this was the tacit 

presumption that they would still be there when we eventually made good on our promises.  This presumption was shattered last 

summer when we found that Bill's mom (age 85), who is not yet a believer, has moderate stage dementia.  The window for ful-

filling our 5th Commandment duties to her is thus rapidly closing, particularly in terms of meaningful conversations.  After much 

prayer and consultation, we have made the agonizing but necessary decision to return home.   
 

 The Future 

In a remarkable act of providential symmetry, the Marine Corps is picking up where it left off and is ordering us back to the 

USA.  Bill has accepted indefinite recall to active duty, and will serve with MAG-29 in New River, NC.  We have bought a house 

in Hampstead, NC, which is just two hours drive from Bill's mom in Apex, NC.  Eight days remain until we depart on 28 June for 

Hampstead, NC.  In July, Bill will be returning to active duty as a chaplain working with the Marine Corps.  Mark will commission 

as a Marine 2ndLt just before we leave the UK.  He will move with us to NC and then report to The Basic School in Quantico, VA in 

the autumn.  Bethany has been accepted to several universities and we pray the Lord would enable her to choose the best situa-

tion.  Please also pray for our wisdom regarding schooling for Mary, Anna and James as they will all be of High School age and 

we are not certain of the best.  Rebecca and Ruth will continue homeschooling.           
 

Support WPTS 

Bill will remain the president of WPTS on a part-time, interim basis until the next president is found and installed.  For those who 

would like to continue supporting the work, there is able opportunity to do so.  The seminary is an MTW partner institution and the 

Executive Director Jon Winch, the close friend who asked us to plant the church in 2006, is now an MTW National Partner in need 

of support.  

 

We plan to send another email just to say all the other things that need saying.  Until then, thank you, and please pray for us.   
 

Ever with you in the work of the Great Commission, 

  

Bill and Pam Schweitzer 

Mark, Bethany, Mary, Anna, James, Rebecca, and Ruth  

w.m.schweitzer@gmail.com 

 

Bill and Pam Schweitzer  - MTW -UK 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

  1          Adam Thaggard   

  4    Elliot Watson 

  5          Tommy Clark 

  7          Amy Ausbrooks 

15          Luke Morrow 

16          Kathy Klump 

              Keegan Aull 

17          Amy Goldman 

19          Joe Morrow 

21   Isaac Watson 

              Ben Kiple 

24          Jonathan Jones 

29          Tina James 

30          Lyra Boes 

31          Michelle Kiefer 

              David Milling, Jr 
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REMINDERS 

• The monthly Session meeting is scheduled for July 13th at 7 pm. 

• Women’s Prayer Time dates for June are  at 7 pm July 6th and July 

20tth in the home of Carmel Madeja [420 Eastwood Street]. 

• There will not be an evening service on Sunday, July 4th. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
 

Northpointe Youth! We will be meeting July 5th from 6-8:45 at the Elliott’s 

(5323 Linmoor Drive, Marion). The evening will include dinner, games, and a de-

votion on Peter. We will be outside if the weather is nice or inside if it is rainy 

or too hot. We look forward to seeing you there!  

There will be a VBS hotdog lunch at 11 am on Friday, July 2.  Everyone from 

the church is invited to come join the fun and fellowship with the children and 

VBS CHURCH WIDE FELLOWSHIP 

SUMMER WEDNESDAY GATHERINGS 
 

The church is invited to  meet July 7, and July 21 at 5:30 pm at the home 

of Britt and Kelli Watson [322 Driftwood Drive; Meridian] for a time of 

fellowship.   This is a bring your own dinner gathering.  

GREETINGS FROM THE NEW ASSISTANT PASTOR KEVIN VOLLEMA AND FAMILY 
 

Our new Assistant Pastor, Kevin Vollema, will officially begin Sunday, July 4.  He comes to Northpointe after 

serving as a ministry intern for four years at First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, MS. This past May, he graduat-

ed with a Master of Divinity from Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson. Kevin grew up in a northern suburb 

of Detroit, MI, and moved to Mississippi in 2012 to finish his undergraduate degree at Mississippi College in Eng-

lish Literature. The driving force behind this move was meeting a beautiful southern girl, Mary Lowry (a native of 

Starkville), while working together at Summit Ministries in Colorado. She introduced him to sweet tea, to good 

southern food, and to double names. He was hooked. Kevin and Mary Lowry married in 2014 and moved to the 

Belhaven neighborhood of Jackson, MS, so that she could pursue a graduate degree in occupational therapy. 

Mary Lowry would go on to work as an occupational therapist at Batson Children’s Hospital while Kevin was in 

seminary. In October 2020, they welcomed their first child, a son named Jack. As a family, they enjoy rooting for 

the Mississippi State Bulldogs, being active outside, and reading together. When Kevin isn’t reading theology 

books, he enjoys deep diving into the fictional writings of J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. Overall, the Vollemas are 

earnestly excited to join the Northpointe family.  


