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fer. We can tend to believe God 

is only at work when the demon-

strably wicked suffer and the 

righteous receive justice. When 

Christ comes again that is what 

we will see, but until that day 

God’s judgment on the wicked, 

especially within the covenant 

community, often will affect the 

true people of God. It is hard for 

us to see God’s hand at work 

when the righteous suffer. It was 

hard for Habakkuk, which is why 

in chapter 1:12-17 he complains 

about God’s response to his initial 

prayer. Chapter 2:4 the Lord re-

sponds again to Habakkuk and 

says: “The righteous shall live by 

his faith.” Consider the context of 

that word from the Lord. God is 

saying that while his means of 

purging the wicked and bringing 

temporal judgment can be hard 

even on the faithful, the remnant 

are to continue living by faith in 

God and his promises.  

 

      Habakkuk reminds us of two 

very important truths. First, even 

when the righteous are suffering, 

God is at work FOR his church. 

Judgment on the wicked before 

Christ’s coming will often mean 

difficulty for the sheep. That how-

ever doesn’t mean God is not at 

work for us and our salvation. 

Romans 8:28 “And we know that 

for those who love God all things 

work together for good for those 

who are called according to his 

From the Pastor  

purpose.”  In other words, Babylon-

invasion type experiences are used 

for the good of God’s people. Sec-

ond, faith in the Lord this side of 

heaven should never be dictated 

by our circumstances. In chapter 2:6

-20 God tells Habakkuk that Baby-

lon will be judged. Babylon will not 

be God’s final word to his people. 

They along with all the church’s en-

emies will one day be destroyed. 

But Habakkuk would never see this 

with his eyes. He will take his final 

breath under the yoke of wicked 

Babylon. Yet by the end of the 

book it’s clear that Habakkuk has 

learned what it means to live by 

faith in the midst of sorrows. At the 

end of the book Habakkuk gives 

those of faith a song to sing to the 

Lord in hard times. The book ends 

with these words of praise: “Though 

the fig tree should not blossom, nor 

fruit be on the vines, the produce of 

the olive fail and the fields yield no 

food, the flock be cut off from the 

fold and there be no herd in the 

stalls. Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; 

I will take joy in the God of my 

salvation. God, the Lord is my 

strength; he makes my feet like the 

deer’s; he makes me tread on my 

high places.” (3:17-19). Such is the 

song of the faithful during times of 

trouble. Might it be our song as we 

deal with what is before us.  

      In the book of Habakkuk the 

prophet cries out to the Lord about 

the suffering his people are endur-

ing at the hands of wicked Israel-

ites. He sees how the majority within 

Israel “practice violence” (1:2), and 

how the Law in the land is 

“paralyzed, and justice never goes 

forth. For the wicked surround the 

righteous; so justice goes forth per-

verted” (1:4). Habakkuk is looking 

at the covenant people of God and 

seeing how the vast majority of 

those within the covenant community 

(the visual church) are oppressing 

the faithful remnant (the invisible 

church).  Habakkuk pleas for salva-

tion for the remnant, and judgment 

for the wicked in the land. But the 

answer God gives is rather surpris-

ing. God answers Habakkuk in 

chapter 1:6 “Behold, I am raising up 

the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty 

nation, who march through the 

breadth of the earth, to seize 

dwellings not their own.” God’s an-

swer to Habakkuk is to send the 

Babylonians into Judah and have 

ALL of Judah destroyed. In other 

words, God’s judgment on the wick-

ed within the covenant community 

will bring hardship for the remnant 

as well. The remnant along with the 

wicked will be exiled. The remnant 

along with the wicked will be killed. 

The remnant along with the wicked 

will suffer.  

 

      This response from God is a 

helpful reminder to us that God is 

at work even when the faithful suf-
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QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
 

Below is the financial report for the  second 
quarter of 2020 (April – June), and for year to 

date (January – June). 

 

  Second Quarter (April – June) 

            Giving:       $148,074 

            Expenses:                 $  82,077 

    

  Year to Date  (Jan - June) 

            Giving:        $247,159 

             Expenses:                    $158,096 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

SESSION/DEACON’S MEETING ~ AUGUST 10 @ 7 PM  
 

 

 4        Mary Elizabeth Thaggard 

 9        Dawn Boes 

 10       Sadie Ausbrooks 

 11 Ray McIlwain 

 13      Toby Tulip 

 17      Zack Presnall 

 18      Harrison Hill 

  25     Brighton Joransen 

  30     Gunner Joransen 

   HAPPY B IRTHDAY!  

MEN’S BOOK STUDY  
The men are cont inu ing to meet th is  month via Zoom to discuss 

the book,  “Warfie ld on the Chr is t ian L ife”  

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY  
The women wil l  be meeting through out the summer via Zoom each Tuesday 

night at 7:30 pm to discuss the book, “Delight ing in the Trini ty,” by M 

Reeves.    

 

GREETINGS FROM THE STEWART FAMILY 

 

   

The New Face of Worship - Coming Together Again! 

We are so thankful that we have been able to worship as church 

for the last few weeks once again. 

 

Everything looks different.  We have spaced chairs several feet apart and the preacher, the musicians and song lead-

er are separated from the congregation by a plastic screen.  We are not able to have coffee or fellowship time after 

worship.  Everyone must wear a mask, check their temperature and use hand sanitizer when they come into the worship 

room.  It all seems like a lot of work just so people can worship in the same room.   

 

It is not! 

 

The most impactful lesson that we learned from our twelve weeks of Zoom worship is that over time you develop a sort 

of aching hunger to be together.  We are so thankful for technology that has made it possible for us to safely worship 

during this global pandemic.  However, nothing can take the place of the church coming together and joining  our 

hearts in worship to God.  The last few weeks have been a wonderful time of reunion and were are so thankful.   

 

Baptism of Yui Qgawa 

We are excited to announce the baptism of our dear friend, Yui Ogawa that took place on Sunday, July 19th.  Yui 

began attending our Moms and Kids Club about 5 years ago.  We invited her to join a Bible study for young mothers.  

After a while, she started attending our worship service.  You may have heard us tell a bit of her story while we were 

in the U. S. last year.  Before we left Japan for our HMA, she said that she thought it would be difficult to become a 

follower of Jesus in Japan!  We are so thankful that God has worked in her heart and mind to bring her to Himself.  

This past December Yui told Lisa that she was ready to believe in Jesus.  She went through a baptism preparation class 

and was ready to be baptized on Easter Sunday,  but we had to move to Zoom only worship in April.  Now that we 

are meeting together again she was able to be baptized.  Please pray for the friends who have been in Bible study 

and Moms and Kids Club with Yui who witnessed her baptism.  We are praying that other who were present will be 

encouraged to think about their next step with Jesus!   

 

Thanks for praying for us and Japan! 

Robert Stewart 
 

For more on our Zoom life, please visit stewartjapan.blogspot.com to read our latest letter. 

Robert and Lisa Stewart 

Missionaries to Shin-Urayasu, Japan - MTW 


