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sharpen the flock as they wit-

ness the officers practicing 

what they themselves are to 

practice. This is why Paul says 

“an overseer must be above 

reproach.” One of the worst 

things a parent can hear from 

their children when they instruct 

them to do something is: “But 

daddy, you don’t do that.” It’s 

no different for the church of-

ficer in Christ’s body. A church 

officer is to instruct through 

both word and deed.  

 

    Second, Church officer is a 

spiritual office. With both the 

qualifications for the elder and 

for the deacon we see the spir-

itual nature of the office. In 1 

Timothy 3:9 we read deacons 

“must hold the mystery of the 

faith with a clear conscience.” 

In other words, the diaconate is 

not a glorified maintenance 

crew (which I think can some-

times be a misconception within 

the church). This word, 

“mystery” is a common word 

for Paul that often refers to the 

entire revealed content of 

God’s plan of salvation 

through Christ. The words “with 

a clear conscience” means to 

have a firm and mature grasp 

of the gospel.  In Acts 7 we see 

From the Pastor 
Stephen, who was one of the 

original seven deacons chosen 

by the apostles in Acts 6 give his 

speech to the high priest and his 

Jewish brethren. What we find 

in that speech is a deacon who 

“held the mystery of the faith 

with a clear conscience.” He 

landscapes all of redemptive 

history in the Old Testament and 

shows how it points to Jesus 

Christ. This as we know led to 

the stoning of Stephen, making 

him the first martyr within the 

church. The first martyr of the 

church was a deacon and he 

received such an honor (Matt 

5:11) because “he held the mys-

tery of the faith with a clear 

conscience.”  

 

    Please continue to pray with 

me that the Lord would raise up 

men in this church that will lead 

and serve Christ’s body well. 

Pray that he would be pleased 

to mature each and every mem-

ber of Northpointe through the 

godly example of our elders 

and deacons.  

    As we close out our nomina-

tions for church officers (both 

deacon and elder), I think it 

would be proper to devote this 

month’s newsletter article to the 

subject of church officer. We as 

a session have been encouraging 

you throughout the nominations 

process to look at the two pas-

sages within Scripture that deal 

with the qualifications for church 

officer; 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 

What I want us to consider with 

these qualifications are two 

things.  

 

    First, the ordinariness of the 

qualifications. When we look at 

1 Timothy 3 we find that the 

qualifications for officers in 

many ways are traits and char-

acteristics that every Christian is 

to have; “sober-minded, self-

controlled, respectable, hospita-

ble…not a drunkard etc…” In 

other words, the traits of an of-

ficer in Christ’s church are to be 

the traits of every Christian. This 

is why our Book of Church Order 

says that elders are “to be ex-

amples to the flock.” Elders and 

Deacons are to put on display 

the ordinary, basic godly traits 

that every Christian is to have. 

This is one of the primary ways 

the Lord works to mature and 
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The choir  will resume practice on 

Wednesday, August 7. at 6:30  

pm.  All are invited ! 

It is time for the  fall Church Picnic.  This 

will be a church wide event.  The meal 

will consist of hamburgers, hot dogs,  

and any favorite side dishes you might 

like to bring and share.   We will have 

some games and activities following 

the meal, so come prepared to enjoy a 

good time of food, fellowship, and fun 

together as a body.  The picnic will 

begin at 5:30 pm, August 28, and last 

as long as you want to enjoy it.  See 

you there! 

Parents’ Night Out will be  

Friday, August 9th.   

Childcare will be available on the 2nd Friday night 

each month for parents to have some time together.  

The childcare will be available  from 6 pm to 9 pm.  

Please be sure to pick up your children by 9 pm.  

CHURCH PICNIC 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 4  Mary Elizabeth Thaggard 

11  Ray McIlwain 

13  Toby Tulip 

17  Zack Presnall 

18  Harrison Hill 

25  Brighton Joransen 

30  Gunner Joransen 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Below you will find the financial summary for the 

past six months (January - June).  As you will see, the 

Lord was very good to us during the past year.  We 

are so thankful for God’s goodness to us as a body. 
 

              January - June 2019 

Tithes and Offerings    

 $ 234,831.04 

Expenses and Benevolent Giving 

 $ 167,746.31 

Total of Giving over Expenses       

 $   67,084.73 

We thank God for His blessings to us.  
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REMINDERS 

The Session and Deacons will meet on 

Monday, August 12.  

CHOIR RESUMES 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES RESUMES 

The regular weekly Wednesday night activities will 

resume September 4, with a meal beginning at 

5:30 pm, Bible study at 6:15 pm and choir at 7 

pm.  We hope you will come join in this time of fel-

lowship and teaching. 


